
Hosea

1. Introduction – Hosea is best known as the minor prophet who was commanded by God to marry a
prostitute as a symbol of God’s marriage to unfaithful Israel (Chapters 1-3).  The remaining chapters
are not as well known and are more difficult to understand.  As a general theme, Hosea announces
God’s judgment as well as his love for Israel (the northern kingdom) prior to Israel’s fall to the
Assyrians and exile into Assyria.

2. Author and date – The book is attributed to Hosea son of Beeri.  Critical scholars have typically
questioned this claim, pointing to 1) indications of a southern (kingdom of Judah) perspective in a
number of passages (e.g., 2:2, 4:15, 5:5-14; 8:14, 10:11, 12:1-3) and 2) words of hope, which earlier
critical scholars claimed were not to be found in pre-exilic prophets.  Even critical scholars have given
up the older critical notion that the prophets announced no hope.  Many conservative scholars allow for
the possibility that some later updates were added to the basic text under divine inspiration to reflect
the perspective of Judah and apply the words of Hosea to that situation.  However, the bulk of the work
is to be assigned to Hosea, a fact which even critical scholars are beginning to acknowledge.  Nothing
is known of Hosea outside the book by his name.  According to information from the contemporary
kings listed in 1:1, he was a contemporary of Amos in the north and of Isaiah and Micah in the south. 
He is estimated to have been active during the period 750 to 715 B.C.

3. Background and purpose – As Hosea began his ministry, both the northern and southern kingdoms
were experiencing a period of prosperity.  Soon after, however, Assyria started to turn their attention to
Israel.  Israel began to pay tribute but then joined with Syria to attempt to throw off this control from
Assyria.  Israel and Syria tried to force Judah by military force to join with them to oppose Assyria. 
Ahaz king of Judah refused to do so and appealed to Tiglath-Pileser III, king of Assyria, to help him. 
Assyria responded by attacking the north, taking a portion of the Israelites into exile, and installing
Hoshea as an Assyrian puppet king over Israel.  Hosea speaks to this situation as well as the initial
prosperity.

4. Major themes and ideas:
a. Hosea’s marriage: God directed Hosea to marry a woman whose marital unfaithfulness pictured

Israel’s unfaithfulness to God.  After she demonstrated her unfaithfulness, Hosea was instructed to
go after her to show God’s faithfulness and the return of God’s people back to the Lord in the
latter days.  Hosea was one of the first to draw out the connection between the marriage covenant
and the covenant between God and his people; these are the only two relationships that should be
exclusive.  This analogy is picked up by New Testament writers and applied to the relationship
between Christ and the church (Eph. 5:22-33).

b. The covenant: Hosea’s charges against Israel are based on God’s covenant with Israel as
prescribed in Deuteronomy.  Hosea’s judgment speeches confirm the curses announced by
Deuteronomy (e.g., 4:10-11a cmp. Deut. 28:17-19, 32:24-28).  Hosea says explicitly that
judgment is coming because they broke the covenant (6:7, 8:1).

c. Judgment and salvation: The structure and theme of Hosea are difficult to understand and
summarize.  However, a pattern that reveals cycles of judgment and hope can be discerned.  They
are judged due to evil priests, prophets, and rulers.   Their willingness to trust foreign powers over
God’s protection is also condemned.  They will wander again in the wilderness away from God’s
presence (2:14).  But there is also hope.  God will not forsake his people forever.  He will heal
their apostasy (14:4); they will return to God (14:7).  The New Testament picks up on Hosea’s
mocking of death personified and God’s offer of victory: “O Death, where are your plagues?  O
Sheol, where is your sting?”  The hope held out by Hosea is made effective by Jesus’ victory over
death and hell for his people.
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Assyria.  Israel and Syria tried to force Judah by military force to join with them to oppose Assyria. 
Ahaz king of Judah refused to do so and appealed to Tiglath-Pileser III, king of Assyria, to help him. 
Assyria responded by attacking the north, taking a portion of the Israelites into exile, and installing
Hoshea as an Assyrian puppet king over Israel.  Hosea speaks to this situation as well as the initial
prosperity.

4. Major themes and ideas:
a. Hosea’s marriage: God directed Hosea to marry a woman whose marital unfaithfulness pictured

Israel’s unfaithfulness to God.  After she demonstrated her unfaithfulness, Hosea was instructed to
go after her to show God’s faithfulness and the return of God’s people back to the Lord in the
latter days.  Hosea was one of the first to draw out the connection between the marriage covenant
and the covenant between God and his people; these are the only two relationships that should be
exclusive.  This analogy is picked up by New Testament writers and applied to the relationship
between Christ and the church (Eph. 5:22-33).

b. The covenant: Hosea’s charges against Israel are based on God’s covenant with Israel as
prescribed in Deuteronomy.  Hosea’s judgment speeches confirm the curses announced by
Deuteronomy (e.g., 4:10-11a cmp. Deut. 28:17-19, 32:24-28).  Hosea says explicitly that
judgment is coming because they broke the covenant (6:7, 8:1).

c. Judgment and salvation: The structure and theme of Hosea are difficult to understand and
summarize.  However, a pattern that reveals cycles of judgment and hope can be discerned.  They
are judged due to evil priests, prophets, and rulers.   Their willingness to trust foreign powers over
God’s protection is also condemned.  They will wander again in the wilderness away from God’s
presence (2:14).  But there is also hope.  God will not forsake his people forever.  He will heal
their apostasy (14:4); they will return to God (14:7).  The New Testament picks up on Hosea’s
mocking of death personified and God’s offer of victory: “O Death, where are your plagues?  O
Sheol, where is your sting?”  The hope held out by Hosea is made effective by Jesus’ victory over
death and hell for his people.

Reference:  
An Introduction to the Old Testament, R. B. Dillard and T. Longman III, Zondervan, 1994.
A Survey of the Old Testament, Hill and Walton, Zondervan, 2000.



Hosea
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and the covenant between God and his people; these are the only two relationships that should be
exclusive.  This analogy is picked up by New Testament writers and applied to the relationship
between Christ and the church (Eph. 5:22-33).

b. The covenant: Hosea’s charges against Israel are based on God’s covenant with Israel as
prescribed in Deuteronomy.  Hosea’s judgment speeches confirm the curses announced by
Deuteronomy (e.g., 4:10-11a cmp. Deut. 28:17-19, 32:24-28).  Hosea says explicitly that
judgment is coming because they broke the covenant (6:7, 8:1).

c. Judgment and salvation: The structure and theme of Hosea are difficult to understand and
summarize.  However, a pattern that reveals cycles of judgment and hope can be discerned.  They
are judged due to evil priests, prophets, and rulers.   Their willingness to trust foreign powers over
God’s protection is also condemned.  They will wander again in the wilderness away from God’s
presence (2:14).  But there is also hope.  God will not forsake his people forever.  He will heal
their apostasy (14:4); they will return to God (14:7).  The New Testament picks up on Hosea’s
mocking of death personified and God’s offer of victory: “O Death, where are your plagues?  O
Sheol, where is your sting?”  The hope held out by Hosea is made effective by Jesus’ victory over
death and hell for his people.
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