The Thousand Years of
Revelation 20
SEEING THE GLO RIOUS HO PE O F T HE GO SPEL IN A ST UDY OF LA ST T HINGS

Different views of last things arise around this
passage. The two-age view of redemptive history
helps us navigate its interpretation.

Revelation 20:1-8
1 ¶ Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the
bottomless pit and a great chain. 2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the
devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it
and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand
years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 4 Then I saw thrones, and
seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls
of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and who
had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or
their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the
dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. 6
Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has
no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a
thousand years. 7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his
prison 8 and will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth.

Millennial Views
Millennium, from mill(e) a thousand + -ennium (annum->year)
Millennium = a thousand years
Greek chilioi (thousand)  chiliasm (belief in a literal millennium on earth)

When will Christ return in relation to the millennium?
Before the millennium—premillennialism
After the millennium—postmillennialism
No literal millennium—amillennialism

Who Cares?

Why We Should Care
It appears that God has spoke to this issue. Therefore, getting this right is for
our good.
Learning to examine various views equips us to do this in other matters.
Learning how to graciously agree and disagree with other Christians on lesser
matters is part of maturity.
Our view on this issue is vitally connected to our expectations and
encouragement concerning what Christ is doing now and in our future.
Our view on this issue is vitally connected to the way we read Scripture and
especially the way we find value in the Old Testament.
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Overview of Postmillennialism
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Overview of Amillennialism
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History of the Views
First three centuries―a vague form of premillennialism was predominant.
4th century―Augustine adopted amillennial view and this became
predominant.
Middle ages to Reformation―Amillennialism reigned while premillennialism
held mostly by radical fringe groups.
Reformation―Reformers were predominantly amillennial. Some later Reformers
and Puritans held to premillennial view.

History of the Views
1700s―postmillenialism began to grow, particularly in the face of the Great
Awakening.
1800s―premillennialism experienced a major resurgence of interest with
prophecy conferences. Dispensational premillennialism was systematized by J.
N. Darby and later C. I. Scofield
1900s to present:

◦ Dispensational premillennialism probably has a plurality of adherents among evangelicals
today.
◦ Amillennialism is most popular in Reformed circles.
◦ Christian Reconstructionism has created a resurgence of interest in postmillennialism.

Initial Considerations
We learned that the genre of prophecy (with visions and figures) is not as clear
as ordinary teaching. (Numbers 12:6-9a)
We allow the plain teaching of Jesus and the apostles to control our
understanding of highly figurative prophetic passages such as Revelation 20.
The two-age structure we learned from these clearer passages describes the
present age and the age to come.
The nature of the millennium must fit within this two-age structure.

Review
Matthew 12:32 Whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age
to come.

The two ages cover all time.
Luke 20:34 And Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage, 35 but those
who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor
are given in marriage, 36 for they cannot die anymore, because they are equal to angels and are sons of
God, being sons of the resurrection.

Four contrast:
1.

marriage vs. no marriage

2.

death vs. no death

3.

natural vs. resurrection bodies

4.

mixture of saved and unsaved vs. only those who are worthy

Basic Two-Age Structure of Redemptive
History
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Jesus Returns Before the Millennium?
Rev. 19:11-21 11 ¶ Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it
is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. …and the name by
which he is called is The Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white
and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with
which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.
19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war
against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. 20 And the beast was captured,
and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those
who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were
thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And the rest were slain by the sword
that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged
with their flesh.

2nd Coming Described More Than Once?
Rev. 11:15-18 15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in
heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his
Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” 16 And the twenty-four elders who sit on their
thrones before God fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying, “We give thanks to you,
Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great power and begun to
reign. 18 The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged, and
for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, both
small and great, and for destroying the destroyers of the earth.”
Rev. 14:14-16 14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a
son of man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 And another
angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Put in your
sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” 16 So
he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped.

2nd Coming Described More Than Once?
Rev. 16:17-20 17 ¶ The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came
out of the temple, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 18 And there were flashes of lightning,
rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such as there had never been since man
was on the earth, so great was that earthquake. 19 The great city was split into three parts, and
the cities of the nations fell, and God remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup
of the wine of the fury of his wrath. 20 And every island fled away, and no mountains were to
be found.

The Structure of Revelation
We see several (seven?) visions, each ending with the return of Christ and/or final judgment.
The book seems to be structured into seven cycles, each of which tells the story from the first
coming to the second coming from different camera angles. Revelation is a picture book, not a
puzzle book.
The parallels between Rev. 12 and Rev. 20 are particularly striking.
Revelation 19 ends one cycle, and Revelation 20 begins the next cycle.

Why We Care About the Future
In Matthew 24, the disciples ask Jesus, “when will these things be, and what will
be the sign of your coming and of the close of the age?”
Jesus answers the question:

 To warn them of difficulty
 To encourage them to persevere
 To help them prepare
 To keep them from being confused or deceived
 To remind them to be found faithful when he returns

Jesus never satisfies their curiosity by telling them exactly when he will return
or what signs will foretell his coming.

Conclusion and Preview
The two-age structure helps us evaluate claims about the
millennium and guides our interpretation of Revelation 20.
Preview: What are the strengths and weaknesses of
premillennialism? What does the Bible teach?

